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Selected Pieces from the Ramban’s Commentary on the Torah
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5 Parsha Highlights for Further Discussion (cont.)

e  DIX DT X”N NI7'WUN M: Torah is unique from any other legal system in that Hashem has already considered all
possibilities. Our job is to delve into Torah to discover that which is already there.

e 1-n:0' MI90: The notion of being a “chosen people” is that we are obligated to utilize Torah to understand and educate
humanity.

e T3 N1 1120: Each of the mitzvos on the second luach is mechadesh a new appreciation for our obligation to mankind.
Interestingly, each mitzvos is presented as a stira to the one preceding it. For example, nx2n x4 tells you how terrible it is
to minimize the human population. qxan x4 tells you that increasing the human race is also not at any cost. This idea is
developed further by the Beis Yaakov of Izbitz (nar n"T pnnxi ' 22150 2py' n11).

e XY NN n”T 77N Nk Now: There is a famous medrash (n:x* 1"1) that Shabbos complains that she does not have a
mate. Hashem says that Klal Yisrael will be her mate. Why should Shabbos be the odd one out rather than any other day?
The Sfas Emes explains that a day's "mate" is not another day, but a reflection in the physical world. But the question is
how could Shabbos have any expression in the physical world. The answer is through Yisrael.

e TnNN X7 T3 X1V [aN: The Torah demands that a person refine themselves to the point that he is not interested in that
which Hashem does not want him to have. (See ' 'o D" '01p'? XN for his definition of a tzadik which follows the ideal of
the Ibn Ezra).

Foundations

7910 0B
Giving of the Torah

This parsha recounts the giving of the Torah at Sinai. This week we will discuss some ideas related to that incident.

God lifted up the mountain - n'a'ad> 70 na'™y n9d

a. The Talmud in Shabbos 88a says that God lifted up the mountain and demanded the Jews accept the Torah.
Why was this necessary, especially considering the Jews said ynwi nwya?

i. Tanchuma Parshas Noach #3 - Jews only willingly accepted the Written Torah, but the Oral Torah
they were unwilling to accept without coercion.
ii. Maharal Tiferes Yisroel ch. 32 - Jews were forced to accept the Torah to impress upon the Jewish
people that the acceptance of the Torah was intrinsically necessary to the existence of the world.
iii. Shittah Mekubetzes Kesubos 7a - God lifted up the mountain to serve as a wedding canopy over the
Jewish people.
1. Many meforshim, most notably Tashbetz Katan, point to the similarities between a wedding
ceremony and the story of Matan Torah.

Matan Torabh, Yisro, and Geirus

a. Many meforshim point out that the story of the giving of the Torah is bookended with the story of Yisro. The
connection is developed by many commentaries:

i. Mei Shiloach - To accept the Torah you need to sacrifice yourself for God like a convert
ii. Mei Shiloach - To show the power of Torah to bring people closer to God.

b. Maharal (Vayigash 46:10 #5) explains that we only say 'nT 171w |u77> V' aniw 12 if the conversion was
without coercion, so at Har Sinai this principle did not apply. The Shev Shmaatsa (Introduction #9) brings
proof to this distinction. It should be noted that the Meshech Chochma (Ve’eschanan 5:27 argues on the
distinction of the Maharal).

i. See Kli Chemda Parshas VaYigash who explains the distinction of the Maharal that since the Geirus of
Har Sinai returned us to our true selves we cannot apply mT 170w |02 W*aniw Ja. See also Pachad
Yitzchak Shavuos #20.

ii. R.Yishai Fischer in Beis Yishai #9 has a remarkable approach to explain why "1a1 7*21w 12 did not
apply at Har Sinai. A must read!
iii. See R. Schachter’s Ginas Egoz # 35, based on Talmud Krisus 9a, explains the halachos we learn for
modern day conversion from the conversion of Har Sinai.
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